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The Club was saddened by the news of the passing of Cathy Keller (Tom Keller’s 
Wife) and Club pilot Bijan Ghane-Jahromi.  Both will be sorely missed. Our hearts 

go out to the families and friends of both of these wonderful people. 
 
March saw two well attended General Meetings with many items covered on the 

agenda.  The membership voted to move the 35 pilots per aircraft to 40. 
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Much debate was had on the issue of assessments for the purchase of a third 
aircraft.  The figures were varied from the two meetings, $1,000 to $3,000 per 

active member.  After much Q & A the issue was put on the back burner to be 
revisited at a later date. 
   

Scheduling fines for failure to cancel in a reasonable time was discussed and the 
Board will contact the two General Membership committeemen to go over the 
rough draft prior to any implementation. 

 
The issue of club members must make at least 50% of either the plane 

washes/meetings or 50% of a combination of both.  Failure to meet this basic 
requirement would have a member donate one month’s dues to the Club General 
fund.  The Board will have to formulate the details for a committeeman to check 

the attendance rosters for the basic requirements. 
 
The Board received notice on unnecessary ground handling damage to our club 

aircraft.  One was that many pilots are not aware of the “fail safe” feature on the 
doors of 12S.  If a pilot were to make an off field landing in an emergency situation, 
simply placing the inside door handle in the open position will lock the locking bolt 

out and the door(s) will not close on contact.  In order to release the handle for 
every day use, depress the metal button on the rear of the door either above or 
below the protruding bolt.  Pilots and passengers have been observed trying to 

slam their hands against the door handle to get it to close.  Each bent rod is 
approximately $400.00 plus down time on the aircraft. 
 

When pushing the aircraft back to the tie-down the prop MUST be in the 
HORIZONTAL position!  Do not push against the spinner or the cowl!  The cowl 
rivet line repair is approximately $1,100.00. 

 
Do not over tighten the tie-down ropes, this will only stress out the hard points. 

When in the aircraft and closing the doors, leave the window(s) open so you can 
reach out and close the outside handle first. 
 

The club has been experiencing numerous slow leak or flat tires.  Research into 
this with Heritage Flight Academy reflects our pilot’s failure to use proper rudder 
inputs on take offs and landings.  At low airspeed the air pressure on the control 

surfaces is less than cruise.  More rudder input at low speeds is necessary to 
prevent side loading.  GACE experiences one to two flats a month and Heritage, 
with many aircraft and hundreds of more landings a year only report 2 to 3 flats 

due to hard landings.  RUDDER, RUDDER, RUDDER. NO SIDE LOAD LANDINGS. 
Our average flat tire/tube repair is $518.00 up from $250.00 a year ago.  Three of 
the flats over a two-year period the tow bill ALONE was $800.00 from A&P Shop. 

Warren Miller is in contact with a tire dealer that gets the tubes from Mexico with 
reinforced stems.  We will be ordering them shortly.  The Board will be purchasing 
spare rims and mounting the new tubes and tires to be ready in the hangar.  Jeff 
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is working on the volunteers for the Part 43 work on our aircraft. In the meantime, 
Jeff has been topping off the tires and cleaning the oleo struts 2xs a month. 

 
The pilot’s door for 28E was finally fixed by an aircraft refurbisher.  He gave us a 
discount because it wasn’t an insurance claim.  His charge was $3,500.00 and the 

used door for parts was $1,600.00 a total of $5,100.00 because a pilot did not 
secure the door after a flight and prior to a Tropical Storm. 
   

In closing, it is respectfully requested that ALL of our pilots realize that these are 
NOT rental cars.  We all own part of both aircraft so treat them as your own and 

with care. 
 
Safe flying, 

 
GACE Board 
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Kevin Doolittle ........(631) 807-2123 Jeff McArthur 
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Jenda Wu ...............(917) 553-6919 
Jason Zhang ...........(917) 907-1998 Secretary Operations 
.............................. Frank Erbio Warren Miller 
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